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During the first week of class, I have students generate major questions they have about relationships. All of the questions are summarized, and I provide them below for students to address a question in a group project at the end of the semester. The topics below were generated by one of the classes.

Group Projects on
Major Questions of Interest

Please review the questions below, which will be the focus of group projects. Each group will have 3 to 6 members. Details of the group project are provided on the course web page. 
Select a topic by going to “Sign up for the Group Project” on the course web page. This will direct you to a doodle poll in which you can indicate your preference by selecting the topic number (1 to 12). Each group can select a specific question within a topic in cases where there is more than one question; each group should focus on one question only. Once six individuals sign up for a question, that question will no longer appear as an option. If fewer than three individuals sign up for a topic, they will be reassigned. If you have specific requests, please contact Dr. Arriaga via email.

1. Is two better than one?
a. Is it better to lead two separate lives or start to combine into one entity? 
b. How important are intimate relationships to our personal lives?
c. Can we function appropriately without ever being involved or having close relationships with people?
2. Lasting marriage
a. What are the factors that contribute to a long lasting marriage?
3. Neural bases of love
a. Is love merely a belief? 
b. What mechanisms in the brain are implicated in love?
4. Relationships that go stale
a. Does love fade? If so, why?
b. Can people feel in love forever? How do people stay in love for a lifetime?
5. Attraction
a. What attracts people to some individuals and not others? 
b. What are the details of “checking out” someone? Is there a 5 sec rule?
6. Managing differences
a. How important is similarity? Can people make things work even if they are different?
b. Is it more difficult for same sex couples to be a ‘best match’ when they have different cultures than heterosexual couples?
c. If you enter into an intimate relationship with someone who has opposing ideals to issues that are important to you, are you more likely to change your stand or dissolve the relationship?
7. Sex
a. What role does sex lay in relationship satisfaction and longevity?
8. Couple impression management
a. Do couples self-present differently when speaking to individuals vs. other couples? 
9. Jealousy
a. Does jealousy in a relationship derive from the jealous person’s insecurities, or can other things cause jealousy?
10. Coping with an aggressive partner
a. Why do people stay in/ return to bad relationships (e.g. emotionally & physically damaging relationships)?
11. Friendships 
a. Can a heterosexual man and women stay in a friendship for a long time without feeling romantic interest? Or same sex individuals stay in an extended friendship without feeling romantic interest?
b. When does friendship turn into love?
c. Are there gender differences in whether friendships turn into love?
12. Long-distance relationships
a. What are the determinants/predictors of couple's satisfaction in long-distance relationship?




